CHAPTER VII

HOW HE EXPELLED THE HERETICS PROM THE PROVINCE OF THE
BAVARIANS,, AND DIVIDED IT INTO FOUR PARISHES

WE have occupied some time with selected examples
of the merits of Saint Boniface, in order that we may
set forth, briefly indeed, the strong direction of religion
by which he guided himself unceasingly through all
periods of his life. For in truth among saints it is a
practice of long standing, that they improve them-
selves daily through the examples of others, and that
the strength of love in their hearts increases with the
decrease of the reckoning of their days.

When no small number of churches had been built
among the Hessians and in Thuringia, and a warden
had been provided for each church, then, accompanied
by a band of the disciples, he came for the third time
to Rome, on account of the brotherly communion of
the sacred apostolic bishop and of the whole clergy:
that he might enjoy the salutary conversation of the
apostolic father, and, being now advanced in age, com-
mend himself to the prayers of the saints. But when
after the immensely long journey he was presented to
the lord apostolic, Gregory the Younger the Second, he
was kindly received by the pope, and was held in such
great veneration by everyone, as well Romans as
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